
October media highlights 

Consumer news and features 

International 

Outlet: Familias en Ruta 

Reach: 72,000 per rmonth 

Date: 6/10/16 

Journalist Lucio Boggio spent four nights in the city with his wife and two children to research a story 

on Family and Alternative Bristol for Spanish online travel site.   

National 

Outlet:  Johnston Press 

Reach: 200,000 

Headline: Charming Bristol 

Date: 27/07/16 

Daniel Bailey visited the city in July with the intention of writing a travel feature to appear across 

several of Johnston Press’s regional UK newspapers. He covered Brunel’s ss Great Britain, Clifton 

Suspension Bridge, Bristol Ferry Boats, Bristol Aquarium, Veeno and the Hampton by Hilton. His 

article which described Bristol as a ‘lively but laid-back city’, was syndicated across ten titles 

including Wigan Today, Edinburgh News, Blackpool Gazette, Sunderland Echo, Hartlepool Mail, 

Yorkshire Evening Post and the Star in Sheffield.  

 

 

Press trips (where coverage is forthcoming) 

Simon Midgley from the London Evening Standard, spent two nights in Bristol for an up-coming city 
guide. He was supplied with media pass for the duration of his visit as well as tickets to see a cinema 
screening of the original Ghostbusters in an old fire station, aka Her Majesty’s Secret Cinema, with 
cocktails and popcorn courtesy of Foozie.  

Spanish journalist Rafael Vidal Sanz and photographer Jesus Fernando Gonzalez Giles from Spain’s 
DT magazine, spent three nights at the Mercure Holland House hotel (October 21-24). With the 
intention of writing about ‘cool Bristol’, their focus was on music, cocktails and street art. They 
joined Where the Wall for a guided street-art tour, attended the Simple Things Festival and the 
closing party of the Bristol Cocktail Week, visited the Clifton Suspension Bridge and the Old Duke 
Jazz Club, and ate at The Ivy Brasserie and the Pi Shop. DT is a monthly magazine aimed at a young 
male audience and has a circulation of 123,822 readers. 

Freelance writer, Tom Powell, representing London travel magazine Escapism visited the city in 
October to compile a destination guide to appear online and in print. Tom stayed in the Mercure 
Holland House and was issued with a Media Pass to the city’s main attractions. 

Swedish journalist Lars Collin spent two nights in Bristol with photographer Mauro Rongione on 
behalf of Res, Sweden’s well-established glossy travel magazine which has a readership of 71,000. 
While staying at The Bristol, they enjoyed a packed itinerary including the Where the Wall street art 

http://www.thestar.co.uk/whats-on/out-and-about/charming-bristol-daniel-bailey-spends-a-weekend-in-the-capital-of-south-west-england-1-8160154


tour and visits to Brunel’s ss Great Britain, St Nicholas Market, Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, the 
M-Shed, the Arnolfini, Clifton Suspension Bridge and Clifton Village shops. They dined at the Ox and 
the Glassboat, had lunch at the Clifton Sausage and Harts Bakery, drinks at the Milk Thistle and a 
cider tasting at the Bristol Cider Shop. They also checked out the Avon Gorge Hotel, the new Harbour 
Hotel and Hotel du Vin, before taking the Bristol Ferry Boat to Temple Meads.  

US journalist Barrymore Scherer, representing Antiques Magazine and the Wall Street Journal, spent 
two nights in Bristol in mid-October focusing on culture and the arts.  Barrymore was provided with 
press packs and a media pass to facilitate an independent itinerary.  

Writer Max Peigne, a contributing author to the French Petit Fute guide to Britain, met members of 
the marketing team at the Destination Bristol office in October as part of a fact-finding visit to help 
him update the section on Bristol for a new edition of the guide coming out in 2017.  

Press releases 
 

Headline: Bristol named runner-up in Family Traveller Magazine 
Destination Bristol issued a press release in early October to announce that the city has been named 
runner up in the ‘Best UK City Break for Families’ category of the Family Traveller magazine awards. 
Bristol competed for the title with nine others in the category: Blackpool, Bournemouth, Brighton 
and Hove, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Liverpool, London, Newcastle and York. London was announced as the 
winner at an awards ceremony in London on Tuesday 4 October. 

Headline: Half Term in Bristol 
Destination Bristol issued a release to local and regional media contacts about events in the city  
during the autumn half term holiday (24-29  October). The release covered the opening of Bristol 
City Museum’s Warrior Treasure exhibition, Bristol Family Arts Festival, Steam Rides at M-Shed, 
story-telling at Bristol Cathedral and Halloween-themed events at Bristol Aquarium, Bristol Zoo 
Gardens, Brunel’s ss Great Britain, the At-Bristol Science Centre.  

 

Networking and news 
 

Wendy Johnson left for maternity leave on Friday 7 October. Lesley Gillilan took over the post of 
media Liaison Manager until Wendy’s return in 2017. Lesley works three-and-a-half days a week – 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday morning lesley.gillilan@destinationbristol.co.uk (0117) 
9462203. 

mailto:lesley.gillilan@destinationbristol.co.uk

